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Interface Dynamic Shear Characteristics of
Aging GMB/CCL Composite Liner

Dian Chen'; Yong-Gui Chen?; Yong-Feng Deng®; Wei-Min Ye*;
Dai-Cheng Ye®; and Juan Hou®

Abstract: Aging degradation of the geomembrane (GMB) significantly influences the dynamic shear characteristics of the composite
liner interface, which comprises the GMB and the compacted clay liner (CCL), potentially jeopardizing the dynamic stability of landfills.
In this study, cyclic shear tests were performed on two types of aging GMB/CCL interfaces, concurrently with shear tests on the nonaging
GMB/CCL interface for comparison. The results suggest that the impact of aging on the dynamic shear characteristics of the GMB/CCL
interface is essentially governed by the surface roughness and brittleness of the GMB, with the effect degree of brittleness influenced by
the normal stress. Under low normal stress, aging increased the vertical displacement, dynamic shear strength, and shear stiftness of the
GMB/CCL interface. However, under high normal stress, the dynamic shear strength and shear stiffness of the aging GMB/CCL interface
were more likely to be lower than those of the nonaging interface. As the displacement amplitude increased, the influence of aging on the
shear stiffness of the GMB/CCL interface gradually diminished. Aging also reduced the damping ratio of the GMB/CCL interface. The
difference in vertical displacement between the exposed GMB/CCL interface and the in soil GMB/CCL interface caused by brittleness was
not significant. In practical engineering, when the overlying load on the GMB/CCL composite liner is relatively small, aging makes the
GMB more susceptible to tearing under seismic loads, whereas with larger overlying loads, aging is more likely to increase the shear
displacement, thereby increasing the likelihood of instability in landfill. Finally, based on classic models of soil, fitting models for the
normalized shear stiffness and damping ratio of the GMB/CCL interface were established and validated. This study can provide reference
for analyzing the dynamic stability of landfills during long-term use. DOI: 10.1061/JGGEFK.GTENG-12563. © 2024 American Society

of Civil Engineers.

Author keywords: Aging geomembrane; Compacted clay liner (CCL); Cyclic shear test; Dynamic shear characteristics.

Introduction

In the design and operation of landfills, impermeability technology
plays a crucial role in preventing leachate leakage and ensuring
groundwater safety (Rowe 2005). Geomembrane (GMB), due to
its excellent impermeability, is increasingly used as impermeable
materials in landfills and are often combined with compacted clay
liner (CCL) or geosynthetic clay liners (GCL) to form composite
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liner systems (Dickinson and Brachman 2008; Sirieix et al. 2016).
While composite liners effectively prevent leachate from contami-
nating the surrounding environment, the shear strength of the
composite liner interface is relatively low. There is a risk of sliding
instability and failure along this interface in landfills, as exempli-
fied by the overall sliding that occurred along the GMB/CCL inter-
face at the Kettleman Hills Landfill in California in 1988 (Mitchell
et al. 1990). Therefore, studying shear characteristics of composite
liner interfaces holds significant importance for the thoughtful de-
sign of contemporary landfills and ensuring their stability.
Commonly used experimental methods for studying shear
behavior of interfaces include large-scale direct shear tests (Fox and
Ross 2011; Hanson et al. 2015; Lin et al. 2018; Feng et al. 2022),
torsional ring shear tests (Stark and Poeppel 1994; Qian et al. 2011;
Liu et al. 2023), and inclined plane tests (Pitanga et al. 2009;
Carbone et al. 2015; Pavanello et al. 2021). In recent years, dy-
namic shear characteristics of these interfaces in landfill have
gradually become one of the focal points in the environmental geo-
technical field (Chang and Feng 2022). Yegian and Lahlaf (1992)
initially utilized a horizontal shear plane vibration table to assess
the dynamic shear strength of the GMB/nonwoven geotextile
(NW GTX) interface. Subsequent researchers conducted a series
of related studies through vibration table tests (De and Zimmie
1998; Kim et al. 2005; Carbone et al. 2015; Pavanello et al. 2018).
However, vibration table tests suffer from significant drawbacks,
particularly the application of relatively low normal stress to spec-
imens, which does not align with the high-stress conditions expe-
rienced by composite liners in practical engineering applications.
Dynamic direct shear tests can apply high normal stresses to spec-
imens in accordance with actual conditions; previous researchers
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have employed this method for conducting some studies. Fox et al.
(2011) conducted experimental research on the dynamic shear char-
acteristics of interfaces between various GMB materials and com-
pacted gravelly sand using a large-scale dynamic direct shear
apparatus, revealing that, compared with high-density polyethylene
(HDPE) GMB, linear low-density polyethylene (LLDPE) GMB ex-
hibited higher shear stress but lower shear stiffness and damping at
the interface with compacted gravelly sand. Chang et al. (2021)
observed that the hysteresis loop of the GMB/GCL composite liner
interface approximated a parallelogram; the loading frequency had
little effect on the maximum shear stress and softening process;
further, with an increase in load cycles, the secant shear stiffness
decreased while the damping ratio increased. Chang and Feng
(2021) found that displacement amplitude, normal stress, hydration
conditions, and displacement rate are the primary influencing fac-
tors of the dynamic shear characteristics at the textured GMB/NW
GTX interface. Besides the aforementioned geotechnical interfa-
ces, GMB/CCL composite liners represent another important com-
bination of geosynthetic materials that have been widely utilized in
landfills for decades (Fox et al. 2014). However, research on the
dynamic shear characteristics of GMB/CCL composite liner inter-
faces is currently limited (Feng et al. 2021).

Furthermore, HDPE GMB is composed of polymer resin
(> 95%), carbon black (2%-3%), and antioxidants (0.5%—1%)
(Hsuan and Koerner 1998). Over the extended period of use, GMB
experiences aging degradation. The aging types of HDPE GMB are
primarily classified as oxidative degradation (Rowe and Rimal
2008; Rowe and Shoaib 2018), radiation degradation (Tian et al.
2017), and thermal degradation (Rowe et al. 2010a). Oxidative deg-
radation is the predominant form of degradation for HDPE GMB at
the bottom of landfills (Rowe et al. 2010b). Oxidative degradation
of GMB can be primarily categorized into three stages (Hsuan and
Koerner 1998; Ewais et al. 2018): (1) depletion of antioxidants
(stabilizers); (2) induction period of oxidative degradation; and
(3) oxidative degradation period. During the construction of landfill
liner, GMB may be exposed to sunlight for a certain period, leading
to photooxidation degradation (Take et al. 2015).

Photooxidative degradation essentially involves the breaking of
double bonds in the polymer molecular structure into free radicals
under the influence of ultraviolet radiation. These free radicals rap-
idly combine with oxygen to form hydroperoxides, accelerating the
degradation and cross-linking reactions of the polymer’s high
molecular chains (Suits and Hsuan 2003). Elevated temperatures
can expedite both oxidative and photooxidative degradation proc-
esses (Kyrikou et al. 2011; Li et al. 2021). Scholars have conducted
research on the physical and mechanical properties of aging GMB.
Rowe et al. (2003) revealed that GMB exposed continuously to
sunlight and high temperatures experienced greater degradation
compared with GMB covered by leachate or soil, and were more
prone to cracking under tensile stress. Rowe et al. (2010a) noted
that the thicker the GMB, the slower its physical performance de-
graded, leading to a longer service life. Xue et al. (2013) observed
that the tensile strength and puncture resistance of GMB decreased
with increasing aging time and temperature. Arnepalli and Rejoice

Table 1. Physical and mechanical properties of HDPE GMB

(2013) identified that exposure of GMB to ultraviolet radiation
caused photooxidation, resulting in discoloration, surface cracking,
brittleness, and long-term performance loss of GMB. Li et al. (2021)
discovered that the sequence of factors affecting the antioxidant
depletion period of GMB was aging method > brand/material > ex-
posure medium > leachate composition > thickness. Anjana et al.
(2023) found that exposure to ultraviolet radiation caused thickness
to remain constant, density to decrease, yield stress to increase, yield
strain to decrease, and tensile stress to decrease over extended
degradation.

Currently, there are numerous old-age landfills in the world
(Dos Santos et al. 2023), with liners composed of GMB and CCL.
The aging degradation leads to a decline in the physical and
mechanical properties of GMB, thereby affecting the dynamic shear
characteristics of the GMB/CCL composite liner interface, posing
a threat to the dynamic stability of landfills. However, research on
the dynamic shear behaviors of aging GMB/CCL interfaces re-
mains unexplored, underscoring the urgent need for relevant
investigations.

In this study, employing a large-scale direct shear apparatus,
cyclic loading with a sinusoidal waveform was applied to interfaces
between three types of GMB (aging within the soil, aging externally
exposed, and nonaging) and CCL, thus investigating the impact of
aging on the vertical displacement, stress-displacement relationship,
dynamic shear strength, dynamic shear stiffness, and damping ratio
of the GMB/CCL interface. Ultimately, fitting models for the nor-
malized shear stiffness and damping ratio of the GMB/CCL interface
were established and validated, laying the groundwork for forecast-
ing the dynamic stability of landfills during long-term use.

Test Methods

Materials and Apparatus

GMB specimens in this research consist of smooth HDPE GMB
with a thickness of 1.5 mm. Aging GMB samples were obtained
from the liner layer of a landfill in Xiamen City and were subjected
to two different environmental conditions over approximately
18 years: burial within the soil; and exposure to the air. The original
physical parameters of aging GMB were obtained from construc-
tion records, as shown in Table 1. The GMB buried in the soil
(IS GMB) primarily underwent oxidative degradation during the
18-year period. However, the degree of degradation was much
lower compared with the actual liner layer at the bottom of a land-
fill, as the oxidation occurred under conditions without overburden
loads, high temperature, and infiltrating leachate. The externally
exposed geomembrane (EX GMB) experienced photooxidative
and oxidative degradation processes.

As for the nonaging GMB (NEW GMB) used for comparative
study, its physical and mechanical parameters are as presented in
Table 1. The original physical and mechanical parameters of the
aging GMB closely resemble those of the NEW GMB.

The CCL is made of red clay in Xiamen City, with a specific
gravity of 2.76, plastic limit (wp) of 26.8%, liquid limit (w;) of

Yield Tensile Yield Elongation Tear Puncture

Thickness Density strength strength elongation at break strength strength
Type (mm) (g/cm’) (N/mm) (N/mm) (%) (%) ) ™)
Aging GMB 1.5 0.94 220 >13 2700 — —
NEW GMB 1.5 0.939 22 12 700 187 480

Note: Parameters of aging GMB refer to the parameters at the time of their production in the respective year.
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Fig. 1. Schematic diagram of the large direct shear apparatus.

51.9%, and plasticity index (/,) of 25.1. According to ASTM
D2487 (ASTM 2017a), it is classified as a high liquid limit clay.
Compaction tests were conducted according to the requirements of
ASTM D698 (ASTM 2021), and the maximum dry density (9 max)
of the red clay was 1.76 g/cm?.

The large direct shear apparatus is shown in Fig. 1. The ap-
paratus primarily consists of a bidirectional actuator, bidirec-
tional displacement sensors, and shear boxes. The dimensions
of the upper shear box are 305 x 305 x 150 mm, while the lower
shear box dimensions are 405 x 305 x 150 mm. The movement
of the upper and lower boxes is controlled by an electrohydraulic
servo system, with a maximum vertical output test force of 60 kN
and a maximum horizontal output test force of 35 kN. The maxi-
mum shear displacement is 100 mm. Throughout the testing
process, parameters such as normal stress, shear rate, and shear
displacement are set and controlled by the computer’s built-in
software. Parameters, including shear stress, horizontal displace-
ment, and vertical displacement, are automatically collected by
the computer.

Test Procedures

Cyclic shear tests were conducted following ASTM D5321 (ASTM
2017b). Initially, a CCL specimen was prepared. The red clay was
dried and pulverized. The compaction degree of the CCL specimen
was set to 0.93 (Feng et al. 2021), requiring a minimum dry density
of 1.64 g/cm?. Multiplying this dry density by the volume of lower
shear box yields the required dry weight of the CCL specimen.
Controlling the moisture content of the clay is crucial, i.e., excessive
moisture can make the CCL specimen too soft and prone to defor-
mation, while insufficient moisture can result in a crack-prone
specimen, affecting test results. After multiple attempts, the mois-
ture content was determined to be 10%. Water was then added into
the dry clay and mixed uniformly to achieve a moisture content of
10%. Subsequently, the mixture was placed in a sealed bag or con-
tainer and left to stabilize for 24 h to ensure uniformity of the red
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clay. Using a layering method, the red clay was divided into three
equal portions. Each layer of clay was compacted to a height of
50 mm using a compaction hammer. Before preparing the next
layer, the surface of the CCL was scraped to prevent layering and
ensure the uniformity of the CCL specimen. The final size of the
CCL specimen was 405 x 305 x 150 mm (Fig. 2).

Cut the GMB into specimens of 300 x 300 mm, ensuring a con-
stant shear area of 9 x 10* mm? during the shear process. Place the
HDPE GMB specimen at the center of the CCL specimen. Attach
300 x 300 mm sandpaper to the upper shear box to prevent the
GMB from moving with the CCL during shear. Gradually lower
the upper shear box to ensure a precise fit between upper shear
box and HDPE GMB on the CCL specimen. Apply the required
normal stress (100, 200, and 400 kPa) through the vertical actuator

Fig. 2. CCL specimen.
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Table 2. GMB/CCL composite liner cyclic shear test program

Test variables Settings

EX GMB/CCL, IS GMB/CCL,
NEW GMB/CCL

Liner types

Normal stress o (kPa) 100, 200, 400
Displacement amplitude A (mm) 1,5, 10
Frequency f (Hz) 0.1
Number of cycles N 60

for a period until there is no vertical displacement in the GMB/CCL
interface. Then, initiate the horizontal actuator to apply cyclic
shear loads.

This study performed a total of 27 displacement-controlled
cyclic direct shear tests on three types of GMB/CCL interfaces:
EX GMB/CCL interface; IS GMB/CCL interface; and NEW
GMB/CCL interface. These tests were conducted at three normal
stress levels (o = 100, 200, and 400 kPa) and three displacement
amplitudes (A = 1, 5, and 10 mm). The cyclic loading was in the
form of a sinusoidal waveform. Since the influence of loading fre-
quency on the interface shear behavior is essentially the effect on
the shear rate (Chang et al. 2021), with the same loading frequency,
higher displacement amplitudes result in higher shear rates. There-
fore, this study only conducted shearing at a single frequency. After
conducting multiple preliminary shear tests on the GMB/CCL in-
terface, it was observed that the test process was more stable at
0.1 Hz, making it more conducive to the subsequent analysis of
the test results [note that 0.1 Hz falls within the frequency range of
earthquakes (Ide et al. 2007; Uenishi 2018)]. The experiment con-
cluded after 60 cycles of loading. Detailed information for the
27 tests can be found in Table 2.

Interface Dynamic Shear Characteristics of Aging
GMB/CCL Interface

Surface of the Specimen after Shearing

Images of CCL and GMB specimens after shearing are presented in
Fig. 3. The surface of the GMB specimen showed noticeable

scratches, and some clay from the CCL specimen adhered to the
GMB surface. Comparing the surfaces of specimens in Figs. 3(a
and b), there was no significant difference, indicating that the im-
pact of aging on the GMB/CCL interface requires detailed analysis,
as presented in subsequent sections. Comparing Figs. 3(a and c), it
is evident that, as the displacement amplitude increased, the dam-
age to the IS GMB/CCL interface became more pronounced. Com-
paring Figs. 3(c and d), it can be observed that, with higher normal
stress, the IS GMB specimen had fewer adhered clay particles on
the surface, and the surface of CCL specimen appeared smoother.
During the shear process, oscillating clay particles in the CCL
specimen quickly bonded and compacted more efficiently at higher
normal stresses, filling the voids in the CCL specimen.

Vertical Displacement Behaviors

If the composite liner system undergoes excessive vertical deforma-
tion, it may lead to cracking in the GMB. Therefore, studying the
behavior of vertical displacement is crucial. The typical horizontal
displacement—vertical displacement relationship curves for GMB/
CCL interface are presented in Fig. 4. In the initial shear cycles,
there was a rapid increase in vertical displacement, and the rate
of change decreased in subsequent cycles. The fluctuation in the
curves was attributed not only to specimen and instrumental factors
but also to the excessively high sampling frequency (f, = 20 Hz),
which was much greater than the loading frequency (f = 0.1 Hz).
Comparing Figs. 4(a—c), it was observed that, after 60 cycles, the
vertical displacements (Y_) corresponding to a displacement am-
plitude A =—10 mm for EX GMB/CCL, IS GMB/CCL, and
NEW GMB/CCL were 0.34, 0.36, and 0.45 mm, respectively. The
vertical displacements (Y,) corresponding to A = 10 mm was
0.37,0.38, and 0.5 mm, respectively, with differences of 0.03, 0.02,
and 0.05 mm. The slope k of the vertical displacement line at the
amplitude position for the 60th cycle is assumed to be

k=(Y.-¥)2A (1)

ACCOTdil’lg to Eq (1), kEXGMB/CCL = 015%, kISGMB/CCL =
0.1%, and kngwoms/ccL = 0.25%. The slope value was small,
equivalent to a horizontal line, indicating that the vertical displace-
ment hardly changed during the later stages of shear.

Fig. 3. CCL and GMB specimens after testing: (a) IS GMB/CCL-200 kPa-5 mm; (b) NEW GMB/CCL-200 kPa-5 mm; (c) IS GMB/CCL-200 kPa-

10 mm; and (d) IS GMB/CCL-400 kPa-10 mm.
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Fig. 4. Relationship between the vertical and horizontal displacement: (a) EX GMB/CCL-200 kPa-10 mm; (b) IS GMB/CCL-400 kPa-10 mm; and

(c) NEW GMB/CCL-100 kPa-10 mm.

The vertical displacement behaviors under different normal
stresses are depicted in Fig. 5. The vertical deformation of
GMB/CCL composite liner increased rapidly with the number of
cycles and gradually increased in subsequent cycles. Vertical defor-
mation mainly occurred in the first 10 cycles. Taking 200 kPa nor-
mal stress as an example, for EX GMB/CCL composite liners at
A=1, 5, and 10 mm, the vertical displacement in the first
10 cycles accounted for 79.5%, 72.2%, and 66.7% of the total dis-
placement, respectively. For IS GMB/CCL composite liners, the
corresponding values were 73.7%, 69.2%, and 69.0%; for NEW
GMB/CCL composite liners, they were 70.0%, 70.0%, and 66.7%,
respectively. This is mainly due to the significant sliding friction of
CCL particles at the shear interface in the initial stage of cyclic
shearing, where particle positions were adjusted, leading to a rapid
increase in vertical displacement. Subsequently, the CCL particles
became more compact, with increased interparticle interaction
forces, requiring greater force for particle sliding, resulting in a
gradual decrease in displacement increment.

The relationship between the total vertical displacement
(i.e., final displacement) of each composite liner after 60 cycles
of shear and the normal stress is shown in Fig. 6.

With increasing normal stress, the general trend for the total
vertical displacement of NEW GMB/CCL composite liner was an
increase. In contrast, no clear correlation between vertical displace-
ment and normal stress was observed for EX GMB/CCL and IS
GMB/CCL interfaces. This is attributed to the increased brittleness
of EX GMB and IS GMB after degradation (Rowe et al. 2003;
Abdelaal et al. 2014). Fig. 7 illustrates the cyclic shear process at
the GMB/CCL interface. Under low normal stress (o = 100 kPa),
the interaction between GMB and CCL was minimal, and GMB
can be considered planar during the shearing process. However,
under high normal stress (o = 400 kPa), the interaction between
GMB and CCL increased, potentially causing GMB to bend during
the shearing process. This also enlarged the contact area between
GMB and CCL, leading to further rearrangement of CCL particles.
Aging GMB was more brittle and less likely to deform without
undergoing self-destruction. In contrast, the NEW GMB had
greater deformation capacity, making it more susceptible to elastic
deformation and subsequent bending during cyclic shear processes
under high normal stress. Therefore, the vertical displacement of
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NEW GMB/CCL composite liner was more significantly correlated
with normal stress.

There was no apparent pattern in the effect of displacement
amplitude on the total vertical displacement of the GMB/CCL in-
terface, as depicted in Fig. 6. Additionally, it can be also observed
from Fig. 6 that, at ¢ = 100 and 200 kPa, the total displacement of
the EX GMB/CCL interface exceeded that of the IS GMB/CCL and
NEW GMB/CCL interfaces. This is attributed to prolonged expo-
sure of the EX GMB to sunlight, leading to polymer degradation
under ultraviolet radiation (Suits and Hsuan 2003), with its aging
degree greater than that of IS GMB and NEW GMB, resulting in a
rougher GMB surface. During cyclic shear processes, the EX GMB
induced higher particle fragmentation and rearrangement in the
CCL, resulting in a larger total displacement. However, as men-
tioned earlier, the total displacement of the NEW GMB/CCL
interface was generally positively correlated with normal stress. At
o = 400 kPa, the total displacement of the NEW GMB/CCL inter-
face exceeded that of the EX GMB/CCL and IS GMB/CCL
interfaces. Further, the total displacement of the EX GMB/CCL
interface was greater than that of the IS GMB/CCL interface at any
normal stress and displacement amplitude. Since IS GMB and
EX GMB have undergone 18 years of aging, the brittleness effect
on total displacement was not significant, while the surface rough-
ness of EX GMB is greater. When actual landfill engineering en-
counters earthquakes, aging increases the vertical deformation of
GMB/CCL liners under smaller overburden loads, while the de-
creased mechanical properties of aging GMB make it more prone
to tearing.

Stress-Displacement Relations

The stress-displacement curves are depicted in Figs. 8(a, c, and e).
The dynamic response of the aging GMB/CCL and NEW GMB/
CCL interfaces resemble that of the GMB/GCL interface (Chang
et al. 2021), reaching peak shear strength rapidly in the initial
stages of tests. The hysteresis loops for each interface shared a
similar shape, forming an approximate parallelogram that gradu-
ally contracted with increasing cycle numbers, indicating stress
degradation at the interface. However, after several cycles, the
size of the hysteresis loop varied slightly, suggesting that interface
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polishing and damage primarily occurred in the initial cycles
of shear.

The stress-displacement curve in the initial stages of GMB/CCL
interface is shown in Figs. 8(b, d, and f). It can be observed that
the aging GMB/CCL interface and NEW GMB/CCL interface
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reached their maximum shear stress at very small displacements
(around 1 mm) and then experienced a gradual stress reduction.
After reaching the maximum horizontal displacement, the shear
direction reversed, and the shear stress rapidly diminished to zero.
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Fig. 7. Schematic diagram of the cyclic shear process for the GMB/CCL interface: (a) initial status; (b) shear process; and (c) GMB status.

In Feng et al. (2021), the GMB/CCL interface also exhibited stress
softening, but the displacement at the peak shear stress in that study
was much larger. This difference could be attributed to the use of
high liquid limit clay in this study, which, unlike silty clay, had
finer particles leading to a more rapid interface polishing and dam-
age. From Figs. 8(b, d, and f), it is evident that the aging GMB/CCL
and NEW GMB/CCL interfaces exhibited a decrease in initial shear
stiffness with an increase in displacement amplitude, consistent
with the behavior observed in other geotechnical interfaces (Chang
et al. 2021; Chang and Feng 2021). Since the shear frequency in
this study was constant at 0.1 Hz, and higher displacement ampli-
tudes correspond to higher shear rates. Therefore, when a landfill
experiences strong seismic events, the initial shear stiffness of
GMB/CCL interface decreases, reducing its resistance to deforma-
tion, and the landfill may experience slip instability along this
interface.

Dynamic Shear Strength

The maximum and minimum shear stresses of the geosynthetic in-
terface are not completely symmetrical during cyclic shear (Wang
etal. 2021). To better reflect the dynamic shear strength of the inter-
face, the average maximum shear stress was chosen as the indicator
of dynamic shear strength (Liu et al. 2021). The average maximum
shear stress (7,) in a hysteresis loop is defined as the average of the
absolute values of the maximum and minimum shear stresses
within that hysteresis loop (Vieira et al. 2013). The interface peak
strength (7,) is the maximum 7, observed among all hysteresis
loops, while the residual shear strength (7,) is the 7, observed
in the last hysteresis loop. Fig. 9 presents the relationship between
the average peak shear strength (7,) and the number of cycles.
7, for the aging GMB/CCL interface occurred in the first cycle,
with three exceptions noted in the case of the NEW GMB/CCL
interface. In Feng et al. (2021), a similar phenomenon was ob-
served. Feng et al. (2021) attributed this to material variability.
Notably, the EX GMB/CCL and IS GMB/CCL interfaces did not
exhibit this variability.

In Fig. 9, the decay of 7, mainly occurred in the first five cycles.
For instance, at 0 = 400 kPa, the reduction in 7, over the first five
cycles for the EX GMB/CCL interface at A =1, 5, and 10 mm
accounted for 77.9%, 100%, and 91.4% of their respective maxi-
mum reductions. For the IS GMB/CCL interface, these values were
99.9%, 94.8%, and 88.6%; for the NEW GMB/CCL interface, they
were 43.5%, 62.8%, and 69.0%. The relatively small percentage of
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43.5% was attributed to the material variability discussed earlier. In
the later stages of cyclic shearing, 7, for the EX GMB/CCL and IS
GMB/CCL interfaces might exhibit an increase at low normal
stresses and low displacement amplitudes, indicating shear harden-
ing. However, for the NEW GMB/CCL interface, this phenomenon
occurred only at high normal stresses and high displacement am-
plitudes. Aging leads to a decrease in the mechanical properties of
the EX GMB and IS GMB, rendering them more susceptible to
wear in the later stages of cyclic shear. The surface roughness of
the GMB increased, thus resulting in the observed shear harden-
ing behavior at relatively low normal stresses and displacement
amplitudes.

To more intuitively determine the relationship between peak
shear strength (7,) and normal stress, linear fits were performed on
the peak shear strength at various displacement amplitudes, as
shown in Fig. 10. Overall, the peak shear strength of the GMB/CCL
interface increased with the rise of normal stress. This is because,
under high normal stress, the interaction forces between GMB and
CCL increased, leading to an increase in the frictional forces be-
tween the clay particles at the contact surface. As a result, the shear
stress required for particle rearrangement also increased. There was
no significant relationship between peak shear strength and dis-
placement amplitude.

Based on Fig. 10, it is observed that, at ¢ = 100 kPa, the peak
shear strength of the EX GMB/CCL interface was the highest, fol-
lowed by the IS GMB/CCL interface, with the NEW GMB/CCL
interface exhibiting the lowest peak shear strength. This is attrib-
uted to the rougher surface of the EX GMB resulting from aging
degradation. However, this trend changed when the normal stress
increased to 200 kPa. At o = 200 kPa and A = 5 mm, the peak
shear strength of the NEW GMB/CCL interface became the high-
est, while that of the EX GMB/CCL interface became the lowest,
contrary to the previous trend. This is because the NEW GMB had
the least brittleness, causing it to deform more elastically under in-
creasing normal stress, thereby increasing the contact area with
CCL particles and enhancing the shear resistance. However, at
A =1 and 10 mm, the EX GMB/CCL interface still exhibited the
highest shear stress compared with the IS GMB/CCL and NEW
GMB/CCL interfaces, indicating that surface roughness still pre-
dominated. When the normal stress increased to 400 kPa, the peak
shear strength of the NEW GMB/CCL interface was generally
greater than that of the EX GMB/CCL interface, further demon-
strating the significant influence of high normal stress on the
GMB/CCL interface. However, when o = 400 kPaand A = 1 mm,
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Fig. 8. (a, ¢, and e) Stress-displacement curve; and (b, d, and f) stress-displacement curve at the initial stage.

the IS GMB/CCL interface exhibited the highest peak shear strength.
This is because the surface roughness and brittleness of the IS GMB
were greater than that of the NEW GMB, with surface roughness
predominating; while the surface roughness and brittleness of the
IS GMB were less than that of the EX GMB, with brittleness pre-

dominating in this case.

In summary, the impact of aging on the peak shear strength of
the GMB/CCL interface was primarily governed by the brittleness

© ASCE

and roughness of the GMB surface, with the effect extent of brittleness
influenced by the normal stress. Under low normal stress conditions,
the peak shear strength of the aging GMB/CCL interface was greater
than that of the NEW GMB/CCL interface. However, under high nor-
mal stress conditions, the peak shear strength of the NEW GMB/CCL

interface was more likely to be greater than that of the aging GMB/
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CCL interface, although exceptions may occur. In such cases, surface
roughness of the GMB predominated.
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The relationship between residual shear strength (7,) and nor-
mal stress is depicted in Fig. 11. It can be observed that the residual
shear strength of GMB/CCL interface generally increased with the
rise of normal stress, with the fitting results being particularly good
for the NEW GMB/CCL interface (R?> > 0.9 for each line).
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Fig. 9. Average maximum shear stress: (a) o = 100 kPa; (b) 0 =
200 kPa; and (c¢) o = 400 kPa.

Describing this linear relationship using the Mohr—Coulomb cri-
terion, the relationship is expressed as

T,=o0tany, +c, (2)
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Fig. 10. Relationships between peak shear strength and normal stress
for various GMB/CCL interfaces under different displacement ampli-
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where ¢, and ¢, = the residual cohesion and residual internal
friction angle of interface, respectively. The residual cohesion
of NEW GMB/CCL interface corresponding to A =1, 5, and
10 mm was 10.764, 11.997, and 10.494 kPa, respectively, while
the residual internal friction angles were 4.00°, 3.84°, and 4.06°,
respectively. The displacement amplitude had minimal impact on
the residual cohesion and residual internal friction angle of NEW
GMB/CCL interface. In addition, there appeared to be no clear re-
lationship between the residual shear strength and displacement
amplitude for the GMB/CCL interfaces.

From Fig. 11, it is observed that, at 0 = 100 and 200 kPa, the
residual shear strength of the IS GMB/CCL interface was greater
than that of the NEW GMB/CCL interface. In addition to being
related to the initial roughness, it is also possible that the mechani-
cal properties of the IS GMB decreased due to aging degradation,
leading to its surface being more susceptible to wear and increased
roughness after multiple cycles of shear, thereby gradually in-
creasing the shear stress in the later stages of cyclic shear. How-
ever, the scenario reversed at o = 400 kPa, where the dominance
shifted to the brittleness of the GMB owing to increased normal
stress. In the later stages of cyclic shear, the NEW GMB displayed
greater elastic deformation, resulting in expanded contact area
with particles on the polished CCL surface, thus enhancing shear
resistance.

However, the phenomenon of greater residual shear strength at
the EX GMB/CCL interface than the NEW GMB/CCL interface
still occurred at o = 200 and 400 kPa. The higher normal stress
exacerbated the wear of the EX GMB after multiple cycles of shear.
Although the increase in normal stress gradually enhanced the
brittleness effect of the GMB, the dominance of surface wear was
evident from the results. In summary, the influence of aging on the
residual shear strength of the GMB/CCL interface was closely
related to the normal stress. Under low normal stress, surface
roughness predominated due to initial roughness and wear on GMB
surfaces in the later stages of cyclic shear. With the increase in nor-
mal stress, the brittleness effect of the NEW GMB gradually inten-
sified. Simultaneously, the degree of surface wear on the aging
GMB was intensified under high normal stress. Both factors con-
tribute to the increase in residual shear stress at the interface.

Dynamic Shear Stiffness and Damping Ratio

Shear stiffness and damping ratio are commonly used to character-
ize the dynamic response of specimens during cyclic shearing proc-
esses (Han et al. 2019; Liang et al. 2022), with detailed calculation
methods described in relevant literature (Nye and Fox 2007; Wang
et al. 2016).

Fig. 12 presents the relationship between the shear stiffness of
various GMB/CCL interfaces and the normal stress or displacement
amplitude at different numbers of cycles. According to Fig. 12, the
shear stiffness of each GMB/CCL interface decreased with an in-
crease in the number of cycles, except for the NEW GMB/CCL
interface, which showed an increase in shear stiffness during the
second cycle, attributed to the material variability mentioned ear-
lier. In the later stages of cyclic shearing, slight increases in shear
stiffness were observed for the EX GMB/CCL and IS GMB/CCL
interfaces, attributed to the surface wear of the aging GMB, leading
to increased surface roughness. As shown in Figs. 12(a, c, and e), at
A = 1 mm, the decrease in shear stiffness of the EX GMB/CCL
interface mainly occured within the first five cycles; for the IS
GMB/CCL interface, it occured within the first two cycles. How-
ever, for the NEW GMB/CCL interface, this number increased with
the increase in normal stress. The surface of the EX GMB is
rougher than that of the IS GMB and NEW GMB, thus requiring
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more cycles of shear to rearrange the CCL particles. The surface
of the NEW GMB is smoother than that of the aging GMB, result-
ing in minimal interaction with CCL particles at ¢ = 100 kPa.
Whereas under o = 400 kPa, the lower brittleness of the NEW
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Fig. 11. Relationships between residual shear strength and normal
stress for various GMB/CCL interfaces under different displacement
amplitudes: (a) A =1 mm; (b) A =5 mm; and (c) A = 10 mm.
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GMB resulted in the decrease in shear stiffness primarily within the
first 10 cycles. It is worth noting that, as depicted in Figs. 12(b, d,
and f), when A = 5 and 10 mm, the decrease in shear stiffness of
each GMB/CCL interface occured within the first two cycles, in-
dicating that the larger the displacement amplitude, the less the
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variation in shear stiffness of the GMB/CCL interface with the
number of cycles.

From Figs. 12(a, c, and e), it can be observed that the shear
stiffness of each GMB/CCL interface increased with the increase
in normal stress for each cycle. In addition, it is evident from

%3
=

&
T
1
Q
Z
.ﬂ)
1

- A - N=

40 + —=V=N=10 7
-<]- N=30

s Se- N=60 ]

w
=
T

Shear stiffness K (kPa/mm)
(o]
W

20 E
15+ E
10 E
s EX GMB/ CCL
6=200 kPa
0 1 1 1 1 1
0 2 4 6 8 10
(b) Displacement amplitude A (mm)
50 T T T T T
—O0—N-=1
45} -0 -N=2
S A NS5
_aor —V~"N=10 7
g ~<]- N=30
g 35+ - Y- N=60 7
<
20} .
M
2 25 .
2
Za0} .
gist ]
=
wn
10 A 4
IS GMB/ CCL \ﬁ_,
5+ A B
6=200 kPa TR e
0 1 1 1 1 1
0 2 4 6 8 10
(d) Displacement amplitude A (mm)
50 T T T T T
—&#— N=1
45 -® -N=2 -
- N=5
40 + —=-N=10 -
—<N=30
35+ - % - N=60

8]
=]
T

Shear stiffness K (kPa/mm)
[ae]
W

20 1
15+ 1
10 1
sL NEW GMB/ CCL ]
6=200 kPa
0 1 1 1 1 1
0 2 4 6 8 10
() Displacement amplitude A (mm)

Fig. 12. (a, c, and e) Relationship between shear stiffness and normal stress; and (b, d, and f) relationship between shear stiffness and displacement

amplitude.

© ASCE 04024110-11 J. Geotech. Geoenviron. Eng.

J. Geotech. Geoenviron. Eng., 2024, 150(11): 04024110



Downloaded from ascelibrary.org by Monash University on 08/29/24. Copyright ASCE. For personad use only; all rights reserved.

Figs. 12(b, d, and f) that the shear stiffness of each GMB/CCL
interface decreased with the increase in displacement amplitude
for each cycle.

The maximum shear stiffness in all hysteresis loops is defined as
the peak shear stiffness. Comparing Figs. 12(a, ¢, and e), when A =
1 mm and o = 100 kPa, the peak shear stiffness of the EX GMB/
CCL interface was 21.2 kPa/mm higher than that of the NEW
GMB/CCL interface, indicating that the roughness of the GMB sur-
face dominated. When A = 1 mm and o = 200 kPa, the difference
in peak shear stiffness between the two interfaces became very
small (0.3 kPa/mm). At A = 1 mm and o = 400 kPa, the peak
shear stiffness of the NEW GMB/CCL interface was 5.0 kPa/mm
higher than that of the EX GMB/CCL interface, contrary to the
previous relationship, as the increase in normal stress made the brit-
tleness effect of GMB more pronounced. However, at A = 1 mm
and o = 400 kPa, the peak shear stiffness of the IS GMB/CCL in-
terface was 5.8 kPa/mm higher than that of the NEW GMB/CCL
interface, indicating that, even under high normal stress, the initial
roughness of the GMB surface still played a significant role in the
interface peak shear stiffness. Comparing Figs. 12(b, d, and f), as
the displacement amplitude increased, the difference in peak shear
stiffness between each GMB/CCL interface decreased, and the in-
fluence of aging on the peak shear stiffness of the GMB/CCL inter-
face decreased with the increase in displacement amplitude. The
main reason may be that the increase in displacement amplitude
caused greater disturbance to the CCL surface during shear, result-
ing in more severe damage, which had a much greater impact
than aging.

Shear stiffness at 60th cycle is defined as the residual shear
stiffness of the interface. Comparing Figs. 12(a, c, and e), it is
observed that, at A = 1 mm and o = 100 kPa, the residual shear
stiffness of the EX GMB/CCL interface was the highest, while
that of the NEW GMB/CCL interface was the lowest. When A =
1 mm and o = 200 or 400 kPa, the residual shear stiffness of the
NEW GMB/CCL interface exceeded that of the aging GMB/CCL
interface. This is because, at low normal stress, the surface rough-
ness of the aging GMB was higher, and it was more prone to wear
in the later stages of cyclic shear, increasing the interaction force
with the CCL, thus increasing the shear resistance and, conse-
quently, the shear stiffness. Conversely, at high normal stress,
the low brittleness effect of the NEW GMB gradually became
more significant. However, as depicted in Figs. 12(b, d, and f),
at 0 = 200 kPa, the aging GMB/CCL interface at other displace-
ment amplitudes still demonstrated a trend where the residual
shear stiffness exceeded that of the NEW GMB/CCL interface.
This indicates that, even under high normal stress, the surface
roughness of the GMB still had a significant impact on the residual
shear stiffness of the interface. According to Figs. 12(b, d, and f),
it can be found that, similar to the peak shear stiffness, the influ-
ence of aging on the residual shear stiffness of the GMB/CCL
interface gradually diminished with the increase in displacement
amplitude.

The relationship curves between the damping ratio of each
GMB/CCL interface and normal stress or displacement amplitude
at different cycle numbers are presented in Fig. 13. As observed
from Fig. 13, the damping ratio for the NEW GMB/CCL interface
consistently increased with an increasing number of cycles, indi-
cating a worsening degree of interface damage and a stronger
ability to dissipate energy. For the EX GMB/CCL interface, the
damping ratio increased with the number of cycles at low displace-
ment amplitudes (A = 1 mm); however, in the later stages of cyclic
shearing with A =5 and 10 mm, the damping ratio slightly de-
creased with an increasing number of cycles. The pattern of damp-
ing ratio variation for the IS GMB/CCL interface was consistent
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with that of EX GMB/CCL interface, indicating that aging leads
to a decrease in the damping ratio of GMB/CCL interface in the
later stages of cyclic shearing. This is related to aging, which made
GMB more prone to wear in the later stages of cyclic shear at the
interface, leading to shear hardening.

From Figs. 13(a, ¢, and e), it is evident that the relationship be-
tween the damping ratio and normal stress for each GMB/CCL in-
terface was not clear. Even at various cycle numbers, there were
different variations in the trend of interface damping ratio with
normal stress. According to Figs. 13(b, d, and f), the damping ratio
generally increased with an increase in displacement amplitude,
indicating that larger displacement amplitudes enhanced energy
dissipation in the GMB/CCL interface. However, there was an ex-
ception: in the later stages of cyclic shearing, the damping ratio for
A = 10 mm was lower than that for A =5 mm in the IS GMB/
CCL interface. This was attributed to the occurrence of shear hard-
ening in the later stages of IS GMB/CCL interface. Comparing the
damping ratios of each GMB/CCL interface at each cycle in Fig. 13,
it is found that the damping ratio of the NEW GMB/CCL interface
was generally greater than that of the aging GMB/CCL interface.
Therefore, aging reduced the damping ratio of the GMB/CCL
interface.

Discussions

Methods for dynamic analysis in landfill engineering mainly in-
clude the pseudostatic method (Qian and Koerner 2010), equivalent
linear analysis method (Choudhury and Savoikar 2009), and non-
linear analysis method (Feng et al. 2018). The pseudostatic analysis
method cannot consider the stress—strain relationship of materials,
while the nonlinear analysis method, which employs constitutive
models, involves complex model parameters and is not easily appli-
cable. The equivalent linear method utilizes the equivalent linear
model of materials, reflecting the relationship between shear modu-
lus attenuation and damping ratio variation with strain under
dynamic loads. It is easy to obtain model parameters, overcoming
the shortcomings of the aforementioned methods; it’s also one
of the most commonly used methods for dynamic analysis in land-
fill. The accuracy of equivalent linear seismic analyses in landfills
largely depends on the shear stiffness and damping ratio models of
materials. However, equivalent-linear dynamic analysis in landfills
often neglects the influence of the bottom liner, which is inconsis-
tent with the actual situation and can lead to significant errors
(Feng and Yang 2012). Additionally, there is currently no specific
model to describe the shear stiffness and damping ratio of liner
interfaces.

Since the variation trend of shear stiffness with displacement
amplitude in this study was similar to the trend of shear modulus
with shear strain in soils (Brennan et al. 2005; Sarkar and
Sadrekarimi 2022), a similar method to soil shear modulus treat-
ment was adopted here to normalize the shear stiffness at each
displacement amplitude using the shear stiffness at A = 1 mm
of the interface. The results are shown in Fig. 14(a). It can be
found that the shape of the curve of the relationship between
the normalized shear modulus and the displacement amplitude
of the GMB/CCL interface was similar to the classical Daviden-
kov model (Martin and Seed 1982) describing the G/G .-y
curve of soil. The expression of the Davidenkov model is as

follows:

B T

Y0

A 3)
+(3)
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Fig. 13. (a, ¢, and e) Relationship between damping ratio and normal stress; and (b, d, and f) relationship between damping ratio and displacement

amplitude.

where G = the shear modulus; G, = the shear modulus at low
strains; 7y = the shear strain; and A, B, and ~y, = the fitting param-
eters related to the properties of the soil. Since this study involves
interface direct shear tests, the expression form of Eq. (3) was
applied, using the displacement amplitude A instead of shear
strain v, and the shear stiffness K instead of shear modulus G,
resulting in the following expression:

© ASCE

04024110-13

(4)

(AA)ZB A
K/Kmax =1 _H(A) =1- |:HEAA)2B:|

where K, = the shear stiffness at low displacement amplitudes
(in this study, A = 1 mm); and A, B, and A are fitting param-
eters related to the GMB/CCL interface. Eq. (4) was utilized to fit
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Fig. 14. Fitting curves on first cycle for: (a) normalized shear stiffness;
and (b) damping ratio.

the experimental data of this study, verifying the applicability of
Eq. (4) to the GMB/CCL interface.

The normalized shear stiffness fitting curves for EX GMB/CCL,
IS GMB/CCL, and NEW GMB/CCL interfaces are shown in
Fig. 14(a). The fitted parameters are presented in Table 3.

The R? values for the normalized shear stiffness fitting curves of
EX GMB/CCL, IS GMB/CCL, and NEW GMB/CCL interfaces
were all greater than 0.9, indicating a good fit. The Eq. (4) can
effectively describe the relationship between shear stiffness and dis-
placement amplitude for each GMB/CCL interface. The values of
parameter A vary significantly, while the values of B and A change
relatively little, indicating that B and A, are critical parameters
of Eq. (4).

For the damping ratio, Hardin and Drnevich (1972) used the
following equation to describe the relationship between damping
ratio and shear strain of soil:

D:Dmax(l_G/Gmax) (5)

where D, = the maximum damping ratio. Building upon Eq. (5),
Feng et al. (2021) employed the following formula to describe the
relationship between the damping ratio of the GMB/CCL interface
and the equivalent shear strain (,):
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Table 3. Model parameters
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NEW GMB/CCL

IS GMB/CCL

EX GMB/CCL

60th cycle

5th cycle
1,643.864

2nd cycle

1,659.076

Ist cycle
1,624.703

60th cycle
1,660.311

5th cycle
1,741.456

2nd cycle

1,805.62

1st cycle
1,818.726

60th cycle

5th cycle
1,764.677

2nd cycle
1,771.02

Ist cycle
1,767.535

Parameters

0.87384
0.03213
0.99594
0.62405
0.02172
0.2494

1,696.177

0.86905
0.03174
0.99426
0.60323
0.02789
0.3367

0.8626

0.03075
0.99432
0.59347
0.04088
0.33892

0.84733
0.02895
0.99145
0.54671
0.04628
0.16539

0.85059
0.02916
0.98986
0.61013
0.05546
0.3289%4

0.87005
0.0314

0.99386
0.61891
0.05939
0.60351

0.91277
0.03692
0.99637
0.60855
0.06592
0.89197

0.93224
0.03958
0.9957

0.46247
0.06022
0.90296

0.87219
0.03177
0.99453
0.59065
0.04431
0.94018

1,717.247

0.92926
0.03949
0.99561
0.58968
0.05951
0.94476

0.96646
0.04485
0.99404
0.58408
0.07585
0.94156

0.91985
0.03809
0.99233
0.5068

0.07816
0.91561

R2 (K/KITIEIX)

Dy
B
R (D)
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D:Do(l_K/Kmax)ﬁ (6)

where Dy, and ( = the fitting parameters. Considering that the in-
terfaces in this study are all GMB/CCL interfaces, the equivalent
shear strain 7y, was replaced by displacement amplitude. Hence,
Eq. (6) was transformed into the following expression:

D = Dy(H(A))" (7)

The experimental data of this study were fitted using Eq. (7),
and the fitting results are shown in Fig. 14(b). The fitted parameters
are presented in Table 3. According to the R? values of the fitting
curves, the damping ratio fitting results for the EX GMB/CCL in-
terface were relatively good, indicating that Eq. (7) can well de-
scribe the relationship between damping ratio and displacement
amplitude for the EX GMB/CCL interface. The damping ratio fit-
ting results for the IS GMB/CCL interface were good only in the
first two cycles, while the fitting results for the NEW GMB/CCL
interface were not satisfactory in all cycles. Further, the influence
of normal stress on the damping ratio of IS GMB/CCL and NEW
GMB/CCL interfaces was more significant, resulting in more
scattered experimental data and making it difficult to achieve a
good fit.

Conclusions

Through the analysis of dynamic shear test results on aging GMB/
CCL composite liners, the main conclusions obtained are as
follows:

1. The vertical displacement of the NEW GMB/CCL interface
generally increased with the increase in normal stress, whereas
this trend was not observed in the aging GMB/CCL interface.
Under 100 kPa normal stress, the vertical displacement of the
aging GMB/CCL interface was greater than that of the NEW
GMB/CCL interface; however, the opposite result was observed
under 400 kPa normal stress. When the overlying load on the
GMB/CCL composite liner is relatively small, aging increases
the interface’s vertical displacement under seismic loads, and,
due to the decreased mechanical properties of the aging GMB,
it is more prone to tearing.

2. The dynamic shear strength and shear stiffness of the GMB/
CCL interface generally increased with increasing normal
stress. Aging significantly influences the dynamic shear strength
and shear stiffness of the GMB/CCL interface, with a strong
correlation to normal stress. Under 100 kPa normal stress, aging
increased the peak shear strength and shear stiffness of the
GMB/CCL interface; however, under 400 kPa normal stress, the
NEW GMB/CCL interface was more likely to be greater than
the aging GMB/CCL interface. As the displacement amplitude
increased, the influence of aging on the shear stiffness of the
GMB/CCL interface decreased. Aging also reduced the damp-
ing ratio of the GMB/CCL interface. When the overlying load
on the GMB/CCL composite liner is relatively large, aging in-
creases the interface shear displacement under seismic loads,
thereby increasing the likelihood of instability in landfill.

3. Aging caused the GMB/CCL interface to undergo shear harden-
ing more readily in the later stages of cyclic shearing, resulting in
a slight increase in dynamic shear strength and shear stiffness and
a decrease in damping ratio.

4. The influence of aging on the dynamic shear characteristics of
the GMB/CCL interface is essentially governed by the surface
roughness and brittleness of the GMB, with the effect degree of
brittleness affected by the normal stress.
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5. Based on classic models of soil, fitting models for the normalized
shear stiffness and damping ratio of the GMB/CCL interface were
established. The fitting results for the normalized shear stiffness
of each GMB/CCL interface were good, while the fitting model
for the damping ratio was only applicable to the EX GMB/CCL
interface.
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corresponding author upon reasonable request.
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