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GEOGRID USING SAME

(67)  The present invention relates to a durability-en-
hanced fiber reinforced polymer strip including: an ag-
gregate of a plurality of fibers as a reinforcing material,
a thermoplastic polymer resin as a coating material; and
an adhesive using an adhesive powder and disposed on
the reinforcing material surface, wherein when applied
around a reinforcing fiber upon manufacture of the fiber
reinforced polymer strip, the adhesive powder can
strengthen adhesiveness between the reinforcing fiber
and the polymer resin to be applied thereon, whereby
the polymer strip has improved self-durability.

DURABILITY-ENHANCED FIBER REINFORCED POLYMER STRIP AND LATTICE-SHAPED
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Description
[Technical Field]

[0001] Thepresentinvention relates to a durability-enhanced fiber reinforced polymer strip and a lattice-shaped geogrid
using the same, wherein a polyester-based adhesive powder is applied around a reinforcing fiber upon manufacture of
the fiber reinforced polymer strip to strength the adhesiveness with a polymer resin coated on the reinforcing fiber and
improve self-durability, and the lattice-shaped geogrid using the same improves the contact strength.

[Background Art]

[0002] The present invention relates to a geogrid mainly used as a reinforcing material for civil engineering and a
method for manufacturing the same.

[0003] The geogrid has been used for retaining wall reinforcement, slope reinforcement, ground reinforcement, etc.
in civil engineering works, but in addition to high tensile force, low tensile strain and creep strain properties, physical
properties such as construction resistance, friction characteristic and shape stability are required. The geogrid is divided
into a plastic geogrid and a textile geogrid according to a manufacturing method and a material.

[0004] The plastic geogrid is manufactured by passing a polymer sheet extruded through an extruder through a roller,
punching holes at regular intervals, and then stretching it uniaxially or biaxially (see GB 19890020843). In addition, the
plastic geogrid is manufactured by extruding and stretching a polymer resin into a strip shape, forming a warp-directional
strip and a weft-directional strip into a planar grid shape, and then adhering the strips using laser or frictional heat (see
GB 2266540). However, since the plastic geogrid greatly undergoes creep strain when a load is applied for a long time
due to the properties of the material, there is a problem that the stability of a reinforcing structure may be deteriorated.
[0005] The textile geogrid is manufactured by weaving a grid-type fabric using high-strength fibers and then coating
the fabric with polyvinyl chloride, bitumen, acrylic, latex, rubber-based resin, and the like. The textile geogrid uses high-
strength fibers to have excellent tensile strength and creep properties, but there is a high possibility that the geogrid will
be damaged depending on the condition of the soil during construction, so that the construction resistance is lowered,
and the manufacturing process is complicated, which is not economically preferable.

[0006] Meanwhile, in WO 99/28563, there is disclosed a manufacturing method of a geogrid by using a fiber reinforced
polymer strip as a warp-directional strip and a thermoplastic polymer resin strip as a weft-directional strip to adhere the
strips in a lattice form. In the aforementioned patents, there is disclosed the geogrid in which while the warp-directional
fiber reinforced polymer strip is moving, the thermoplastic polymer resin is extruded and inserted to form and adhere
the weft-directional strip and insert the fiber reinforced polymer strip into the weft-directional strip. However, when the
fiber reinforced polymer strip is adhered by the method, the reinforcing fiber in the polymer is damaged and then the
physical properties are deteriorated, and neither the warp-directional polymer strip nor the weft-directional polymer strip
are in a molten state, and as a result, complete adhesion between the strips is not achieved. In addition, since the geogrid
of the aforementioned patents has a planar structure, there is a problem in that friction characteristics and shape stability
against vertical load are poor.

[0007] Further, in conventional methods of manufacturing a fiber reinforced polymer strip of a geogrid, when a ther-
moplastic polymer resin as a coating material in a molten state is supplied to an aggregate of a plurality of fibers which
is an internal reinforcing material, the adhesiveness may be lowered according to a type of reinforcing material to cause
a problem in the contact strength of the lattice-shaped geogrid.

[Disclosure]
[Technical Problem]

[0008] Therefore, the present invention has been made in an effort to provide a fiber reinforced polymer strip of a
geogrid with improved adhesiveness between a reinforcing material and a coating material.

[0009] The presentinvention has also been made in an effort to provide a geogrid exhibiting high tensile strength and
low tensile strain and creep strain properties as well as excellent construction resistance, friction properties and shape
stability.

[Technical Solution]
[0010] An aspect of the present invention provides a durability-enhanced fiber reinforced polymer strip including: an

aggregate of a plurality of fibers as a reinforcing material, a thermoplastic polymer resin as a coating material; and an
adhesive using an adhesive powder on the reinforcing material surface.
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[0011] The aggregate of fibers may be one kind of fiber selected from the group consisting of polyester fiber, glass
fiber, aramid fiber, carbon fiber, basalt fiber, stainless steel fiber, copper fiber, and amorphous metal fiber or combined
fibers combined with two kinds or more of fibers thereof. The aggregate of fibers according to the present invention
provides a durability-enhanced fiber reinforced polymer strip.

[0012] The thermoplastic polymer resin may be independently polyolefin-based resins having a melt index (MI) of 1
to 35, and one kind of resin selected from the group consisting of polyethylene terephthalate, polyamides, polyacrylates,
polyacrylonitrile, polycarbonates, polyvinylechloride, polystyrene, and polybutadiene or combined resins combined with
two kinds or more of resins thereof having an intrinsic viscosity (IV) of 0.64 to 1.0. The thermoplastic polymer resin
according to the present invention provides a durability-enhanced fiber reinforced polymer strip.

[0013] The adhesive powder may be formed by powdering a low-melting copolymerized polyester resin in which
dicarboxylic acid consisting of 60 to 90 mol% of terephthalic acid and 10 to 40 mol% of isophthalic acid and diol consisting
of 60 to 100 mol% of ethylene glycol and 0 to 40 mol% of diethylene glycol are copolymerized, and have a glass transition
temperature (Tg) of 50°C or more, the hardness (Shore D) of 80 or more, and a softening point of 80 to 140°C. The
adhesive powder according to the present invention provides a durability-enhanced fiber reinforced polymer strip.
[0014] The fiber reinforced polymer strips may be disposed in parallel at predetermined intervals in a plurality of warp
directions and weft directions, each of the plurality of warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips may include at least
one or more of first contact points formed by intersecting any one of the weft-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips
on the upper surface thereof and second contact points formed by intersecting the other one of the weft-directional fiber
reinforced polymer strips on the lower surface thereof, and the contact points may be fixed by fusing a thermoplastic
polymer resin of the warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strip and a thermoplastic polymer resin of the weft-directional
fiber reinforced polymer strip to each other in a contact point area. The fiber reinforced polymer strips according to the
present invention provide a lattice shape geogrid.

[Advantageous Effects]

[0015] According to the present invention, an adhesive powder is applied around a reinforcing fiber upon manufacture
of a fiber reinforced polymer strip to strengthen the adhesiveness with a polymer resin coated on the reinforcing fiber,
thereby improving self-durability.

[0016] According to the present invention, since warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips and weft-directional
polymer strips vertically intersect each other to fuse and fix intersection contact points to each other to increase friction
force with a reinforcing material such as soil and resistance to vertical loads, the geogrid has excellent shape stability
and construction resistance. In addition, since the fiber reinforced polymer strip reinforced with fibers inside the polymer
resin is used, the geogrid exhibits high tensile strength, and low tensile strain and creep strain properties.

[Description of Drawings]

[0017] The accompanying drawings of this specification exemplify a preferred embodiment of the present invention,
the spirit of the present invention will be more clearly understood from the following detailed description taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings, and thus it will be understood that the present invention is not limited to only
contents illustrated in the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a plan view showing a geogrid according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a partially enlarged perspective view illustrating a part of the geogrid according to a preferred embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a view schematically illustrating a configuration of a manufacturing apparatus of a fiber reinforced polymer
strip according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a view schematically illustrating a configuration of an extrusion unit of the manufacturing apparatus of the
fiber reinforced polymer strip according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention.

FIGS. 5A and 5B are a plan view and a side view illustrating a schematic configuration of a geogrid manufacturing
apparatus according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention, respectively.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view schematically illustrating a configuration of a strip arrangement means in the geogrid
manufacturing apparatus according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention.

FIGS. 7A to 7D are a side view and a plan view schematically illustrating a configuration of a fusion unit in the
geogrid manufacturing apparatus according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention, wherein FIGS. 7A
and 7B illustrate a configuration of a first fusion machine, and FIGS. 7C and 7D illustrate a configuration of a second
fusion machine, respectively.

FIGS. 8A to 8C are schematic side views illustrating a process of bending a fiber reinforced polymer strip in a strip
arrangement means according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention.
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FIG. 9is a flowchart illustrating a process of manufacturing a geogrid from a fiber reinforced polymer strip according
to a preferred embodiment of the present invention.

FIGS. 10A to 10D are views illustrating a configuration of a strip arrangement means and a shape of fiber reinforced
polymer strips arranged by the strip arrangement means according to another preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

FIGS. 11Ato 11C are cross-sectional views illustrating examples of various shapes of a fiber reinforced polymer strip.
FIG. 12 is a view illustrating a conventional geogrid grid shape.

[Best Mode for the Invention]

[0018] Hereinafter, preferred Examples of the present invention will be described in detail. In describing the present
invention, a detailed description of known functions and configurations incorporated will be omitted so as to avoid
obscuring the gist of the present invention.

[0019] The terms "about", "substantially”, and the like used herein are used as a numerical value or a value close to
the numerical value when inherent manufacturing and material tolerances are presented in the stated meaning, and
used to prevent an unscrupulous infringer from unfairly using disclosed contents in which precise or absolute numerical
values are mentioned to help in the understanding of the present invention.

[0020] The presentinvention relates to a durability-enhanced fiber reinforced polymer strip configured by an aggregate
of a plurality of fibers as a reinforcing material, a thermoplastic polymer resin as a coating material, and an adhesive
using an adhesive powder on the reinforcing material surface.

[0021] The adhesive powder (hot-melt adhesive) is a non-polluting, heat-melting adhesive that s solidified and adhered
when cooled after applied and adhered to the surface of an adherend in a heat-molten state without using any water or
solvent.

[0022] A general hot-melt adhesive powder is frequently used in automobile parts, etc., and serves to adhere a base
material to a base material. The type of the hot-melt adhesive includes olefin-based, amide-based, and polyester-based
types.

[0023] In the present invention, the adhesive powder is preferably polyester-based, and formed by powdering a low-
melting copolymerized polyester resin in which dicarboxylic acid consisting of 60 to 90 mol% of terephthalic acid and
10 to 40 mol% of isophthalic acid and diol consisting of 60 to 100 mol% of ethylene glycol and 0 to 40 mol% of diethylene
glycol are copolymerized. In addition, the adhesive powder has a glass transition temperature (Tg) of 50°C or more, the
hardness (Shore D) of 80 or more, and a softening point of 80 to 140°C.

[0024] The low-melting copolymerized polyester resin copolymerizes dicarboxylic acid and diol, wherein the dicarbo-
xylic acid may consist of 60 to 90 mol% of terephthalic acid and 10 to 40 mol% of isophthalic acid, and the diol may
consist of 60 to 100 mol% of ethylene glycol and 0 to 40 mol% of diethylene glycol.

[0025] As the terephthalic acid, ester-forming derivatives thereof or a mixture thereof may be used, and as the isoph-
thalic acid, ester-forming derivatives thereof or a mixture thereof may also be used.

[0026] In addition, in the polymerization process, an antimony-based catalyst to the weight of the final polymer is
added in 100 to 500 ppm based on metal antimony, and the polymerization process is preferably performed at a melt
polymerization temperature in the range of 255 to 285°C. The antimony catalyst includes antimony trioxide (ATO) or
antimony triglycolate (ATG), and the polymerization process may be performed by adding a known polyester polyconden-
sation catalyst. In addition to the above-mentioned raw materials, various additives such as an oxidation stabilizer, a
matting agent, and a coloring inhibitor may be added.

[0027] The low-melting copolymer polyester-based resin prepared by the above method is coagulated and then so-
lidified at room temperature. Thereafter, the solidified low-melting copolymer polyester-based resin is pulverized at room
temperature with a pulverizer to make a powder.

[0028] The adhesive polyester-based adhesive powder of the present invention preferably has a softening point of 80
to 140°C, a glass transition temperature (Tg) of 50°C or more, a hardness (Shore D) of 80 or more, a melt flow index of
5 to 40 g/10 min (in a condition of 190°C, 2.16 kg) and a particle size of 50 to 1,500 pum.

[0029] Here, when the melt flow index is less than 5 g/10 min, it is difficult to expect high adhesiveness because the
flow of the adhesive powder is not smooth in the hot melting process, and when the melt flow index exceeds 40 g/10
min, the molten adhesive powder overflows into a nonwoven fabric, and thus the adhesiveness may be relatively lowered.
[0030] The adhesive powder has the softening point of 80 to 140°C, and storage stability at a high temperature is
deteriorated below 80°C, and as the adhesion temperature and the process temperature increase at 140°C or more,
process cost increase and substrate damage may occur. When the glass transition temperature (Tg) is 50°C or less,
the hightemperature storage stability is very poor, and the fusion of the powder may occur during conveying during
export in summer. When the hardness (Shore D) is 80 or less, there is a problem in that the formability is deteriorated.
[0031] In addition, the hot-melt adhesive powder capable of pulverizing at room temperature of the present invention
preferably has a particle size of 50 to 1,500 um. When the particle size is less than 50 wm, the amount to be absorbed
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in the fiber aggregate as the reinforcing material increases when the adhesive powder is dispersed, and thus the used
amount of the adhesive powder increases. When the particle size exceeds 1,500 pum, it is difficult to uniformly disperse
the adhesive powder, and it is difficult to expect high adhesiveness because melting by heating is not smooth.

[0032] A geogrid using a fiber reinforced polymer strip reinforced with fibers inside the polymer resin exhibits high
tensile strength and low tensile strain and creep strain properties, and improves construction resistance. Considering
the tensile strength, contact strength, and manufacturing processability of the geogrid, when the cross section of the
fiber reinforced polymer strip is formed in a quadrangular shape, the width and the thickness thereof are preferably
adjusted to 2 to 30 mm and 1 to 10 mm, more preferably 3 to 20 mm and 1.5 to 5 mm, respectively. When the cross
section of the fiber reinforced polymer strip is formed in a circular shape, the diameter is preferably adjusted to 2 to 20
mm, more preferably 4 to 15 mm.

[0033] As the thermoplastic polymer resin 110 constituting fiber reinforced polymer strips 1 and 2, a thermoplastic
resin is employed to sufficiently protect the reinforcing fiber 100 from the outside and be thermally fused to each other.
For example, the thermoplastic polymer resin 110 may use polyolefin-based resins having a melt index (Ml) of 1 to 35,
and resins having an intrinsic viscosity (IV) of 0.64 to 1.0 such as polyethylene terephthalate, polyamides, polyacrylates,
polyacrylonitrile, polycarbonates, polyvinylechloride, polystyrene, and polybutadiene alone or in combination thereof. In
addition, as the reinforcing fibers 100 constituting the fiber reinforced polymer strips 1 and 2, all high-strength fibers
having high tensile strength and low tensile strain and creep strain properties may be used. For example, the reinforcing
fibers 100 may use polyester fiber, glass fiber, aramid fiber, carbon fiber, basalt fiber, stainless steel fiber, copper fiber,
and amorphous metal fiber alone or in combination of one or more thereof. In order to sufficiently protect the reinforcing
fiber by the thermoplastic polymer resin while sufficiently exhibiting the function of the reinforcing fiber, the total cross-
sectional area of fibers constituting a warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strip and a weft-directional fiber reinforced
polymer strip is preferably maintained to 20 to 80% of the total cross-sectional area of the fiber reinforced polymer strips.
When the total cross-sectional area of the reinforcing fiber is less than 20% of the total cross-sectional area of the fiber
reinforced polymer strips, it is difficult to sufficiently exhibit the reinforcing function of the reinforcing fiber. When the total
cross-sectional area thereof exceeds 80%, the thickness of the polymer layer is too thin, so that the focusing effect of
the reinforcing fiber by the polymeris reduced, and the reinforcing fiber is not sufficiently protected, so thatthe construction
resistance is deteriorated.

[0034] FIG. 1 is a plan view illustrating a geogrid according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention.
Referring to FIG. 1, the geogrid of the present invention has a lattice shape formed by a plurality of warp-directional fiber
reinforced polymer strips 1 arranged in parallel in a warp direction at predetermined intervals and a plurality of weft-
directional fiber reinforced polymer strips 2 arranged in parallel in a weft direction at predetermined intervals.

[0035] It will be understood to those skilled in the art that the 'warp direction’ and 'weft direction’ as used in the present
specification and claims refer to a first direction and a second direction that intersect each other, respectively. However,
according to the present invention, the warp direction and the weft direction are not limited to intersect each other at a
right angle, and as described below, the angle thereof may be properly set within a range in which the geogrid may
distribute the load and exert a sufficient pulling force. In addition, although the intersection for the weft direction has
been described with respect to the warp direction in the present specification, it should be construed that the intersection
is a relative concept and equally applicable even to the weft direction.

[0036] According to the presentinvention, the warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips 1 and the weft-directional
fiber reinforced polymer strips 2 alternately intersect each other up and down. Specifically, referring to FIG. 1 and FIG.
2 which is a partially enlarged perspective view thereof, the warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips 1 intersect
any one 2a of the weft-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips 2 on the upper surface thereof to form first contact
points C4. Simultaneously, the warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips 1 intersectanother adjacent weft-directional
fiber reinforced polymer strip 2b on the lower surface thereof to form second contact points C,. In the same manner,
when all the warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips 1 intersect the weft-directional fiber reinforced polymer strip
2 so that the first contact points C4 and the second contact points C, are alternated with each other, as illustrated in the
embodiment of FIG. 1, a geogrid having a so-called 'textile weave structure’ in which the first contact points C4 and the
second contact points C, are alternately positioned is formed. According to the present inventors, in this case, the
physical properties of the geogrid are maximized.

[0037] According to another embodiment of the present invention, the warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips
1 may intersect the weft-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips 2 so as to include two or more consecutive first contact
points C4 or second contact points C,, and this embodiment is illustrated in FIGS. 10B and 10D. That is, in the geogrid
illustrated in the embodiment of these drawings, the warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips 1 intersect the weft-
directional fiber reinforced polymer strips 2 to have two consecutive second contact points C, or three consecutive
second contact points C, between the first contact points C.

[0038] As such, the geogrid formed by intersecting the warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips 1 with the weft-
directional polymer strips 2 increases the frictional force with the material to be reinforced such as soil and resistance
to vertical load, thereby greatly improving the shape stability and construction resistance. The intersecting angles between
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the plurality of warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips and weft-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips are
preferably 80° to 100°. However, when the intersecting angle is smaller than 80° or larger than 100°, the dispersing force
and pulling force against the vertical load are greatly reduced, and thus, the strips may not be used as a reinforcing
material for civil engineering. The intersecting angle is most preferably 90°.

[0039] The warp-directional and weft-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips 1 and 2 have a structure in which the
reinforcing fiber is inserted into the thermoplastic polymer resin, respectively, and in FIGS. 11A to 11C, cross-sectional
views of various fiber reinforced polymer strips are illustrated. The shapes may be variously obtained by changing a
form in which a plurality of fibers are aggregated or dispersed and an extrusion die shape of the thermoplastic polymer
resin. For example, the inside of the thermoplastic polymer resin 110 extruded to have a quadrangular cross section is
reinforced with the reinforcing fiber 100 in which a plurality of fibers are aggregated in a quadrangular, oval, or circular
shape, etc. to form the fiber reinforced polymer strips 1 and 2 (FIGS. 11A and 11B). Alternatively, the inside of the
thermoplastic polymer resin 110 extruded to have a circular cross section is reinforced with the reinforcing fiber 100 in
which fibers are aggregated in a circle or oval shape to form the fiber reinforced polymer strips 1 and 2 (FIG. 11C). In
addition, it is possible to manufacture fiber reinforced polymer strips having various cross-sectional shapes by various
combinations.

[0040] The thermoplastic polymer resins are fused to each other in the contact points C4 and C, at which the warp-
directional fiber reinforced polymer strips 1 and the weft-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips 2 intersect. Accordingly,
since the warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips and the weft-directional polymer strips intersected up and down
are fixed to each other, the shape stability of the geogrid against the vertical load is maintained to improve the construction
resistance.

[0041] In the geogrid of the present invention having the above-described structure, a plurality of warp-directional
fiber-reinforced polymer strips arranged in parallel are disposed preferably at intervals of 10 to 100 mm, more preferably
20 to 80 mm with respect to a central line of each warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strip. A plurality of weft-
directional fiber-reinforced polymer strips arranged in parallel are also disposed preferably at intervals of 10 to 100 mm,
more preferably 20 to 80 mm with respect to a central line of each weft-directional fiber reinforced polymer strip.
[0042] When the intervals of the fiber reinforced polymer strips are maintained in the above range, the soil is not
separated but integrated, so that the function as the reinforcing material may be smoothly exhibited. That is, when the
interval between the fiber reinforced polymer strips is too large, the load received to the structure cannot be evenly
distributed, so that the reinforcing function is weakened. When the interval between the fiber reinforced polymer strips
is too small, upper and lower layers are separated so that the reinforcing function is not properly exhibited.

[0043] The geogrid according to the present invention is manufactured by the geogrid manufacturing apparatus by
first manufacturing fiber reinforced strips by the manufacturing apparatus of the fiber reinforced strip and using the
manufactured fiber reinforced strips. Hereinafter, the process will be described for each step.

Manufacture of fiber reinforced strips

[0044] A schematic configuration of the manufacturing apparatus of the fiber reinforced strip according to a preferred
embodiment of the present invention is illustrated in FIG. 3 for each function. Referring to FIG. 3, the manufacturing
apparatus of the fiber reinforced strip of the present invention includes an extrusion unit 10 that melts and extrudes the
polymer resin 110 supplied through a hopper 11 so that the reinforcing fiber 100 is embedded therein and a cooling unit
20 that cools the extruded resin.

[0045] As shown in a detailed view of FIG. 4, the extrusion unit 10 includes a cross head die 12 that forms fiber
reinforced polymer strips by supplying and coating the polymer resin 110 around the supplied reinforcing fiber 100, a
guide holder 13 that provides a vacuum state to remove air from the fiber 100 while providing a passage for supplying
the reinforcing fiber 100 to the cross head die 12, and a nipple 14 that sets the position of the supplied reinforcing fiber
100 and prevents the reverse flow thereof.

[0046] An extrusion passage 12a is formed in the cross head die 12 in a supply direction of the reinforcing fiber 100,
and a resin supply passage 12b through which the polymer resin 110 stored in the hopper 11 is supplied communicates
with the extrusion passage 12a.

[0047] A fiber supply passage 13a through which the reinforcing fiber 100 is supplied is formed in the guide holder
13, and the guide holder 13 is coupled to the cross head die 12 so that the fiber supply passage 13a is connected to
the extrusion passage 12a. In addition, in order to make a vacuum around the reinforcing fiber 100 supplied through the
fiber supply passage 13a, a vacuum pipe 13b connected to a pumping means 13 (FIG. 3) is connected with the fiber
supply passage 13a.

[0048] A nipple hole 14a is formed in the center of the nipple 14 in a longitudinal direction, and the nipple 14 is installed
so that the nipple hole 14a is connected with the fiber supply passage 13a. An end of the nipple 14 extends to the vicinity
of a point where the resin supply passage 12b is connected in the extrusion passage 12a of the cross head die 12.
Therefore, as described below, the reinforcing fiber 100 emitted through the nipple hole 14a is surrounded and coated
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by the polymer resin 110 supplied through the resin supply passage 12b in a molten state.

[0049] The cooling unit 20 includes, for example, a cooling tank 21 containing a refrigerant such as water, and a
constant temperature control means 22 for maintaining a constant temperature of the refrigerant. The strips extruded
from the extrusion unit 10 are cooled by water while proceeding along the cooling tank 21, and the length of the cooling
tank 21 may be appropriately adjusted according to an operation.

[0050] In FIG. 3, reference numeral 3 denotes a creel on which the reinforcing fiber 100 is placed, reference numeral
4 denotes a feeder for supplying the reinforcing fiber 100 to the extrusion unit 10, and reference numeral 4-1 denotes
an adhesive powder supplier.

[0051] Reference numeral 5 denotes a winding means for pulling the extruded and manufactured fiber reinforced strips
at a constant speed, and reference numeral 6 denotes a winder for winding the strips to a predetermined length.
[0052] When describing an operation of the strip manufacturing apparatus according to the present invention having
the configuration as described above, first, the reinforcing fiber 100 placed on the creel 3 is supplied to the extrusion
unit 10 by the feeder 4. Preferably, a constant tension is maintained in the reinforcing fiber 100 by making a supply
speed of the reinforcing fiber by the feeder 4 and a winding speed of the strip by the winding means 5 the same. This
prevents heat shrinkage generated when the reinforcing fiber 100 passes through the cross head die 12, so that the
geogrid may function as a reinforcing material for civil engineering.

[0053] In addition, the adhesive powder supplier 4-1 is a component of the feeder 4, and before being supplied to the
extrusion unit 10, the polyester-based adhesive powder is dispersed to the surface of the reinforcing fiber 100 at room
temperature. The reinforcing fiber 100 is an aggregate of fibers and is dispersed in all directions of up, down, front and
rear in a state in which the surface area is maximally increased while a constant tension is maintained. At this time, the
polyester-based adhesive powder adheres to the surface of the reinforcing fiber 100.

[0054] The reinforcing fiber 100 supplied to the extrusion unit 10 passes through the fiber supply passage 13a of the
guide holder 13 to enter into the nipple hole 14a of the nipple 14 connected thereto. Then, the fiber 100 discharged
through the nipple hole 14a passes through the extrusion passage 12a of the cross head die 12.

[0055] At this time, the inside of the fiber supply passage 13a of the guide holder 13 is maintained in a vacuum state
by the operation of a vacuum pump in the pumping means 13 (FIG. 3), which prevents bubbles from being captured
when the reinforcing fiber is in contact with the molten resin. If the bubbles are not removed, the bubbles are expanded
inside the compressed strip or burst on the surface, resulting in poor appearance of the strip and deterioration of its
physical properties. In addition, while the bubbles expand, a polymer resin layer in a portion thereof becomes thinner,
and there is a risk that the reinforcing fiber may be damaged even by a light external impact during construction.
[0056] The reinforcing fiber 100 passing through the nipple 14 is surrounded by the molten polymer resin supplied
through the resin supply passage 12b to be discharged from the cross head die 12.

[0057] While the polyester-based adhesive powder dispersed on the surface of the reinforcing fiber 100 is molten by
the heat of the molten polymer resin, adhesion with the polymer resin as the coating material is increased. When there
is the polyester-based powder on the surface of the reinforcing material rather than when the molten polymer resin is
in direct contact with the surface of the reinforcing material, the adhesiveness of the powder is stronger, so that the
bonding strength of the reinforcing material and the coating material may be increased.

[0058] The nipple 14 prevents the polymer resin 110 from flowing back toward the guide holder 13. In addition, by
variously changing the cross-sectional shape of the nipple hole 14a, products having reinforcing fibers having various
shapes illustrate in FIGS. 11A to 11C may be obtained.

[0059] In addition, the outer shape of the strip may be changed by changing the cross-sectional shape of the end of
the extrusion passage 12a of the cross head die 12.

[0060] The fiber reinforced polymer strip discharged from the cross head die 12 is cooled by water in the cooling tank
21 of the cooling unit 20. The cooled fiber reinforced strip is wound on the winder 6 at a predetermined length through
the winding means 5.

[0061] According to the present invention, the fiber reinforced polymer strip is manufactured to have a rectangular
cross-sectional shape having a width of 2 to 30 mm, preferably 3 to 20 mm and a thickness of 1 to 10 mm, preferably
1.5 to 5 mm, or a circular cross-section with a diameter of 2 to 20 mm, preferably 4 to 15 mm. If the width or diameter
of the strip is smaller than 2 mm, it is difficult to manufacture a product with a minimum tension of 2 ton/m, and the
contact adhesion is low, and when the width of the strip is greater than 30 mm or the diameter is greater than 20 mm,
it is difficult to arrange the strips in a strip arrangement device to be described below or to wind the manufactured product
on a roll to a certain length.

Manufacture of geogrid

[0062] Next, a process for manufacturing the geogrid according to the present invention using the manufactured fiber
reinforced polymer strip will be described. According to a manufacturing method to be described below, the geogrid may
be inexpensively massproduced.
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[0063] According to the presentinvention, the fiber reinforced polymer strips 1 and 2 are arranged in the warp direction
and the weft direction, respectively, and a lattice structure is variously formed by changing the arrangement form of the
strips, so that it is possible to better exhibit the reinforcing properties of the product.

[0064] FIGS. 5A and 5B illustrate a schematic configuration of a geogrid manufacturing apparatus according to a
preferred embodiment of the present invention. Referring to the drawings, the geogrid manufacturing apparatus of the
presentinvention includes a warp-directional strip supply unit 30, a weft-directional strip supply unit40, a strip arrangement
means 50, a fusion unit 60, a winding means 70, and a winder 71.

[0065] The warp-directional strip supply unit 30 includes a warp-directional creel 31, and a warp-directional feeder 32
for supplying the strips to the strip arrangement means 50 from the creel 31. For example, the feeder 32 may consist of
a pair of rollers so that the polymer strip is interlocked therebetween to be supplied. The warp-directional fiber reinforced
polymer strip 1 is mounted on the warp-directional creel 31, and a plurality of strips is supplied in parallel to the strip
arrangement means 50 by the operation of the warp-directional feeder 32.

[0066] The strip arrangement means 50 weaves the geogrid by alternating warp-directional and weft-directional strips
1 and 2 to each other, and as illustrated in FIG. 6, includes a pair of upper plate 51 and lower plate 52 facing each other.
At least one of the upper plate 51 and the lower plate 52 performs a mutual elevating motion by a driving means (not
illustrated).

[0067] On mutually opposite surfaces ofthe upper plate 51 and the lower plate 52, for example, a first bending member
80 and a second bending member 90 are provided to press and bend the supplied warp-directional fiber reinforced
polymer strips 1, respectively. Virtual lattices are indicated on the upper plate 51 and the lower plate 52 illustrated in
FIG. 6, and a gap G between the lattices is the same as a gradation lattice of the manufactured geogrid. As will be
described below, each intersection of the lattices corresponds to an intersection of the geogrid to be manufactured.
[0068] The bending members 80 and 90 are installed at the intersections of the virtual lattice, and at this time, and
the first bending members 80 and the second bending members 90 are alternately disposed so as to intersect each
other without facing each other, and the installation positions of the bending members are set according to the positions
and numbers of the first contact points C4 and the second contact points C, of the manufactured geogrid. In the em-
bodiment, in the case of a so-called 'textile weave structure’ in which warp-directional and weft-directional fiber reinforced
polymer strips 1 and 2 are regularly alternated up and down as illustrated in FIG. 1, the first bending members 80 and
the second bending members 90 are also alternately disposed at every other intersection of the lattice regularly.
[0069] In the first and second bending members 80 and 90, support grooves 81 and 91 are formed in a warp direction,
and through grooves 82 and 92 are formed in a weft direction. The support grooves 81 and 91 come into contact with
the warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strip 1 supplied between the upper plate 51 and the lower plate 52 so as
not to be separated when pressing, as will be described below, and the widths of the support grooves 81 and 91 are
formed to be larger than the width of the polymer strip 1.

[0070] The through grooves 82 and 92 correspond to mountains and valleys of the warp-directional fiber reinforced
polymer strip 1 bent by the first and second bending members 80 and 90 and provide a passage through which the weft-
directional fiber-reinforced polymer strip 2 passes when the weft-directional fiber-reinforced polymer strip 2 is inserted.
Accordingly, the widths of the through grooves 82 and 92 are also formed to be larger than the width of the weft-directional
fiber reinforced polymer strip 2.

[0071] The through grooves 82 and 92 have depths greater than depths of the support grooves 81 and 91 to facilitate
the passage of the weft-directional fiber reinforced polymer strip 2, and preferably, inclined surfaces 83 and 93 may be
formed respectively so as to induce the end of the weft-directional polymer strip 2 to be inserted.

[0072] The weft-directional strip supply unit 40 includes a weft-directional creel 41, and a weft-directional feeder 42
for supplying the strips to the strip arrangement means 50 from the creel 41. These structures of the creel 41 and the
feeder 42 are the same as those of the warp-directional strip supply unit 30.

[0073] The fusion unit 60 is a device for adhering contact points of the strips arranged in the strip arrangement means
50 to each other, and preferably consists of first and second fusion machines 61 and 62. According to the present
invention, the strips adhere to each other by vibration so as to exert maximum strength without damaging the reinforcing
fiber present in the polymer resin.

[0074] The configuration of the first fusion machine 61 is illustrated in FIG. 7A. As illustrated in FIG. 7A, the fusion
machine 61 includes an upper jig 63 and a lower jig 64 which face each other, and are supplied with an array of the
warp-directional and weft-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips 1 and 2 therebetween. A plurality of pairs of first
support holders 63a and 64a facing each other are formed on opposite surfaces of the upper jig 63 and the lower jig 64.
[0075] Similarly, the configuration of the second fusion machine 62 also consists of an upper jig 65 and a lower jig 66,
as illustrated in FIG. 7C, and includes a plurality of second support holders 65a and 66a protruding so as to face each
other on the opposite surfaces of the upper jig 65 and the lower jig 66.

[0076] According to the presentinvention, the positions of the first support holders 63a and 64a and the second support
holders 65a and 66a correspond to the mutual contact point positions of the warp-directional and weft-directional polymer
strips 1 and 2 arranged in the strip arrangement means 50. For example, as illustrated in FIGS. 7B and 7D, respectively,
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the first support holders 63a and 64a correspond to the positions of the first contact points C4 (FIG. 1) and fuse these
contact points to each other, and the second support holders 65a and 66a correspond to the positions of the second
contact points C, to fuse these contact points to each other.

[0077] Preferably, the ends of the support holders are roughened so as not to slip when in contact with the polymer
strip. It should be understood that such a configuration is not limited by the present embodiment, and a structure capable
of pressing and supporting the polymer strip may be variously modified and implemented.

[0078] The fusion machine enables adhesion by melting the polymer resin 110 surrounding the reinforcing fiber 100
within a short time by the relative vibrating motion of the upper jig and the lower jig. For example, while the first support
holders 63a and 64a of the first fusion machine 61 press and support the upper surface of the warp-directional polymer
strip 1 and the lower surface of the weft-directional polymer strip 2 at the first contact point C, of the polymer strip array,
respectively, when the upper jig 63 vibrates in a direction perpendicular to the warp direction while the lower jig 64 is
fixed, the polymer resin at the first contact point C, is molten and adhered.

[0079] Similarly, while the second support holders 65a and 66a of the second fusion machine 62 press and support
the upper surface of the weft-directional polymer strip 2 and the lower surface of the warp-directional polymer strip 1 at
the second contact point C, of the polymer strip array, respectively, when the lower jig 66 vibrates in a direction perpen-
dicular to the warp direction while the upper jig 65 is fixed, the polymer resin at the second contact point C, is molten
and adhered.

[0080] Although the configuration of the fusion unit 60 is illustrated in specific drawings in the embodiment, the present
invention is not limited to this embodiment, and a means capable of melting and adhering the polymer strips by causing
the mutual vibration between the warp-directional polymer strip and the weft-directional polymer strip intersecting each
other is included in the technical spirit of the present invention.

[0081] Then, a process of manufacturing a geogrid according to the present invention using the geogrid manufacturing
apparatus having the above structure will be described with reference to FIG. 9.

[0082] First, the fiber reinforced polymer strips manufactured in the above strip manufacturing process are mounted
in parallel to each other on the warp-direction creel 31 of the warp-directional strip supply unit 30 and the weft-directional
creel 41 of the weft-directional strip supply unit 40, respectively (step S300).

[0083] Atthistime, the intervals of the fiber reinforced polymer strips 1 and 2 mounted on the creels 31 and 41 become
10 to 100 mm, preferably 20 to 80 mm, based on the center line thereof. For example, if the width of the final geogrid
product is 1 to 5 m, the number of supplied strips is 10 to 500. When the interval between the strips is too large, 100
mm or more, the load received to the structure cannot be evenly distributed and thus the reinforcement function is
weakened. On the contrary, when the interval between the strips is too small, 10 mm or less, the upper and lower layers
of soil are separated and thus, the reinforcement function is not properly exhibited. When the intervals between the
polymer strips are maintained within the above range, the soil is not separated but integrated to exhibit the function as
a reinforcing material.

[0084] Subsequently, the warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips 1 are supplied in parallel into the strip ar-
rangement means 50 from the warp-directional creel 31 by the warp-directional feeder 32 (step S310). At this time, the
upper plate 51 and the lower plate 52 of the strip arrangement means 50 are kept spaced apart from each other, and
accordingly, the warp direction polymer strips 1 enter along a straight line connecting the support grooves 81 and 91 of
the first bending member 80 and the second bending member 90. Preferably, when the supply of the warp-directional
fiber reinforced polymer strips 1 is completed, the warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips 1 are cut to appropriate
lengths using a cutting means (not illustrated).

[0085] Next, in step S320, the warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strips 1 are pressed and bent. At this time,
bending states of an n-th warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strip 1,, (shown by a solid line) (see FIG. 6) and an
n+1-th warp-directional fiber reinforced polymer strip 1.4 (shown by a dotted line) are illustrated in FIGS. 8A and 8B,
respectively.

[0086] Referring to FIG. 8A, when the upper plate 51 and the lower plate 52 approach each other to press the n-th
warp-directional polymer strip 1, the ends of a first bending member 80,, and a second bending member 90, are pressed
in contact with the warp-directional polymer strip 1,,. At this time, preferably, the support grooves (see 81 and 91 in FIG.
6) are formed in the first and second bending members 80, and 90, so that the strip is seated in the support groove
even when pressed, thereby stably bending the polymer strip without separation. As a result of this bending, a valley is
formed in a portion pressed by the first bending member 80,, and a mountain is formed in a portion pressed by the
second bending member 90,,.

[0087] On the other hand, when the warp direction polymer strip 1,,,4 positioned at the n+1-th is pressed, the n+1-th
first and second bending members 80,,,4 and 90,4 are disposed alternately with the n-th bending members 80, and
90,, and thus, as illustrated in FIG. 8B, the shapes of the mountains and valleys are opposite to those of the n-th strip
1,- That s, the valley is formed 