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NEW YEAR’S NEWSLETTER – DR. IAN D. PEGGS “RETIRES” 

 
January 2020 
 
Clients and Colleagues: 
 
After 40+ years of geosynthetic materials performance consulting work Dr. Ian D. 
Peggs has made a strategic decision to close I-CORP INTERNATIONAL, Inc. for the 
foreseeable future and to retire. Dr. Peggs will continue his own R&D and technical 
support projects. 
 

Dr. Peggs was awarded an honorary membership 
(one of only nine) in the International Geosynthetic 
Society at the 2018 Korean international conference 
in Seoul. 
 
I-CORP and Dr. Peggs have worked for over 300 clients on geomembrane projects 
worldwide: east China to India, northern Canada to Australia, and Peru, zero ft to 
14,800 ft!  

 
His business philosophy has been to seek novel test 
methods, develop them for geosynthetics, and teach 
others how to use them. For instance, he started 
work on geoelectric liner integrity and leak location 
methods in about 1993 then, together with TRI, 
started an instruction/ certification course in 2004. 
He has done many failure investigations of whales 
and bottom liners of waste water plant ponds.  
 

For his “disruptive” work on HDPE stress cracking one manufacturer called him “a loose cannon”, a description he 
relished!   
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He started geosynthetic work at Hanson Materials Engineering in 
Edmonton, Canada about 1983 and then formed a joint venture 
(GeoSyntec) with Robert Wallace of EBA Engineering, also in 
Edmonton.  Dr. Peggs moved to Florida in 1991 and was the 7th 
member of the Giroud/Fluet GeoServices consulting team, setting 
up the GeoSyntec lab and investigating liner failures – mostly 
stress cracking. I-CORP followed in 1991, growing to 10 people, 
mostly CQA, then being reined back to two (Doug Hamilton) when 
Dr. Peggs was spending more time on administration work than 
materials performance. It has been I-CORP ever since. He also 
initiated www.geosynthetica.net, which was amazingly developed 
by his daughter-in-law Elizabeth. 

 

 
 
The kinds of activities Dr. Peggs may still be involved with in “retirement” mode include the following: 
 

• Remote field surveys controlled from the office 
• Drone-assisted CQA 
• Liner/pipe illustrated failure catalog.  This has been tried before but no-one has made it work. 
• Student mentoring 
• Industry Resources 

 
This “retirement” is the beginning of a new phase in my life. It 
has been a pleasure working with you all and your colleagues. 
 
I wish you all a successful New Year. 
  
Please keep me in the loop for all new developments so I can 
spread the word and remain current. 
 
Dr. Peggs’ new contact details are as  follows: 
 
Dr. Ian D. Peggs 
9130 Hypoluxo Road, #D272 
Lake Worth, FL 33467 
+1 561-809-3444  
icorp@geosynthetic.com 
ian peggs Skype 
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