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Sydney council identifies 63 buildings
with combustible cladding in new policy
A total of 63 buildings have been identified across Sydney’s north
west to contain potentially combustible cladding. However,
residents and ratepayers will not be able to access the register
that identifies the buildings.
Jake McCallum, Urban Affairs Reporter, Hills Shire Times
| July 17, 2019 9:12am
Subscriber only

Grenfell Tower sparked urgent calls to investigate cladding.
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A total of 63 buildings have been identified by
The Hills Shire Council to potentially include
combustible cladding on external walls over
the past twelve months.
The long list of buildings, which have caught the eye
of council staff, sparked the introduction of a new
external combustible cladding policy — with Hills
councillors being some of the first to roll out regionwide regulation across the state.
However, access to the register for concerned
residents or businesses owners has been restricted,
with the NSW Government announcing there was no
intention to make the data available to the public.

The charred remains of cladding are pictured on the outer walls of the burnt out
shell of the Grenfell Tower block in north Kensington, west London. Picture: Niklas
Halle’n

This came at the same time The Hills Shire Council
refused access to local data obtained on the 63
buildings identified by council staff, citing
confidentiality, despite The Hills Shire Times arguing
the information was public health and safety.
The Hills Shire Council rolled out the new policy to
prevent the devastation of the 2017 Grenfell Tower
inferno — which killed 72 people and hospitalised a
further 74.
Hills Shire Mayor Michelle Byrne said the policy has
been developed to “safeguard occupants in the event
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of a fire in buildings with external combustible
cladding”.

Ben Robertson, Partner at Madison Marcus, is investigating the methods used by
the NSW Government cladding taskforce. Picture: Matthew Vasilescu

“It outlines the scope and criteria that council officers
will consider when determining an appropriate course
of action when a building is identified to contain
external combustible cladding,” she said.
Council regulates matters relating to fire safety in
buildings across The Hills, meaning this new policy
will work to “ensure a consistent, reasonable and
transparent approach is adopted when assessing
buildings with external combustible cladding”,
according to Cr Byrne.
According to council documents, the policy will
provide the framework necessary to develop an
inspection program.

Wall collapses on gym in
Sydney demolition disaster
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The unburned lower floors with untouched cladding still in place are pictured, with
the burnt out upper floors above, at remains of the Grenfell Tower block. Picture:
Niklas Halle’n

“The criteria … will be considered when determining
an appropriate course of action and develop an
appropriate safety benchmark,” the document said.
“The presence of external combustible cladding does
not automatically deem the provisions for fire safety
inadequate or the building unsafe.”
Since January 2015, the NSW Government has been
working on specific measures to address the fire safety
risks associated with external wall cladding, long
before dozens were killed in the Grenfell Tower fire.
A total of 178,000 buildings in NSW have been
audited during fire safety inspections, with more than
1000 buildings identified to contain potentially
combustible cladding across the state.
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The charred remains of cladding are pictured on the outer walls of the burnt out
shell of the Grenfell Tower block. Picture: Niklas Halle’n

A NSW Cladding Taskforce report said information
about registered buildings will be made available to
councils and State Government agencies.
“It is important to note that the list is not a list of
high-risk buildings but rather buildings that may
require further investigation by local authorities,” the
report said.
“It is also important to remember that the presence of
combustible cladding on a building does not mean it
is a fire safety risk.
“Fire safety risks depend on the amount of
combustible cladding and its configuration, as well as
the fire safety provisions within the building.”
In November, The Times revealed several buildings
across The Hills had been identified to potentially
contain combustible cladding.
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